
Dear Conservationist,  

Three months ago the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) confirmed the presence of 
the Asian Longhorned Beetle or "ALB" 
(Anoplophora glabripennis) in Worcester, and 
immediately established a "quarantine" or 
"regulated zone" from which no firewood, 
lumber, branches, twigs, or chips may be 
removed. The USDA expands the regulated zone 
as they confirm ALB sightings; they recently 
expanded the area from 33 to 62 square miles. 
USDA, the MA Department of Conservation and 

Recreation, and the City of Worcester also immediately began a coordinated effort to survey 
street trees, city parks, and private yards for signs of the impressively large, black- and- 
white spotted beetle.  

Why such an intense, immediate response for this one invasive species?  

This invasive insect kills hardwood trees; all maple species plus horse chestnut, elm, birch, 
willow, ash, sycamore, and poplar. This means that ALB poses significant threats to wood, 
tourism, and maple sugar industries in Massachusetts and beyond. State agencies in 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, New York, Connecticut, and Rhode Island are very 
concerned about the ALB spread through Massachusetts' reservoir lands to their states. With 
lots of thoughtful hard work, USDA and local partners have been able to eliminate ALB 
infestations in Queens, NY; Chicago, IL; and Toronto, ON. With your help we can do the 
same in Worcester. It is critically important to identify where ALBs currently are in order to 
eliminate them and stop them from spreading to other parts of Massachusetts, New England, 
and New York. 

Last week, officials reported 3,200 ALB-infested trees, up from 2,500 when they last 
reported.  

Please help stop the spread of the ALB in Massachusetts in these two ways:

1. Know What to Look for in Your Community 
Look at pictures of the adult ALB as well as the other tell-tale signs of its presence. 
After making sure you're not looking at a Whitespotted pine sawyer, immediately 
report your sighting.  
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2. Help Prevent the Spread - Volunteer to Search for the ALB in Worcester 
The Greater Worcester Land Trust (GWLT) is coordinating and training volunteers to 
survey its protected woodlands for the ALB. Sign up to help.  

Other Resources on the ConservationCommon.org:

Regulated Area to Control and Suppress the Asian Longhorned Beetle  
Map as of September 28, 2008.  

Keystone Program (formerly called "Coverts") is Now Accepting Applications  
Due March 2, 2009 

Avoid Invasive Plants for Holiday Decorating 
Advice from MassWildlife to share with friends, family, and florists  

Understanding Plant Preferences: How Plants Adapt in the Wild and in Our Gardens 
Monday, December 1 | 7 - 8:30PM | Conway, MA 

Raising Awareness About Invasives  
A sample flier used in Lincoln, MA 

2008 National Invasive Species Management Plan  
Produced by the US Department of the Interior 

Invasive Plant Atlas of New England  

Thanks for all you do in Massachusetts. 

Sincerely,  

The ConservationCommon.org Team 

 

QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS? Contact Us  

Privacy policy: The Trustees will never share your email address with anyone.  
To unsubscribe from this newsletter, please click here.
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