
AR TIC LE 16 :
PLAN N IN G  AN D DESIG N  
APPR O PR IATIO N  FO R  
LIB R AR Y  C O N STR U C TIO N  
PR O G R AM



B AC K G R O U N D
• State grant funds are available to assist 

communities with library construction projects
• The Library has been preparing an application 

for the 2023-2024 MPLCP Grant Round
• In Spring 2023, the Library completed its 

Building Program , a major component of the 
MPLCP application

• Constructed in 1894, the Library faces 
significant challenges with accessibility, 
functionality, and infrastructure within its 
current footprint



Our c ommunity  wants  the library  to:
• Be fully accessible to residents regardless of age or ability
• Highlight the existing building's history and unique architectural style
• Provide flexible, multi-use spaces that can adapt as community needs change
• Provide convenient and accessible parking
• Offer a meeting space for library events and community groups, available 

outside of library hours
• Increase physical collection space for all ages
• Offer small private meeting/study rooms, quiet spaces, and collaborative 

creative spaces
• Provide a larger and more open children's space for play, programming, and 

socialization

W H AT W E LEAR N ED 
FR O M  TH E C O M M U N ITY



Ac c es s ibility  for 
All

A future  libra ry  proje c t must prioritize :

1. Ac c e ssibility  for All

2. Func tiona lity  for 

Libra ry  Se rvic e s

3. Infra struc ture  

Improve me nts



Phas e Available  Funding

Planning and Des ign
( 20 24 - 20 25 )

• Town appropriates $150,000 in anticipation of a grant award
• P&D grant covers 50% of costs, up to $100,000
• Anticipated maximum cost is $250,000

C ons truc tion
( 20 26 - 20 29 )

• Construction grant covers 40% of eligible construction costs
• Remaining funding would come from the Town, Board of Library  

Trustees, and fundraising efforts
• Town Meeting vote anticipated for Spring 2026

20 23- 20 24  G R AN T R O U N D TIM ELIN E

In Fall 20 24 , the MBLC  will notify  the Town if the
grant applic ation has  been approved. 



A V O TE FO R  AR TIC LE 16 :

1

G ives  the Town the authority  to apply  for the MPLC P and appropriates  
up to $15 0 ,0 0 0  in matc hing funds  for the Planning and Des ign phas e 

Evaluates the feasibility of the Library’s existing site and the McCloskey 
School site to meet current and future Library needs

2 Ensures the Town doesn’t miss out on this round of construction grant 
funding, which will not be available again for at least another 4 years

3 Does not force the Town to approve a future construction project — the $150,000 
appropriation would only be utilized if the Town’s grant application is approved 
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