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UXBRIDGE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
(MEETING ATTENDED VIA ZOOM)
DATE: 8/26/20

ATTENDEES: PRESENT NOT PRESENT
MATT KEANE (Chair ) X
ERIK VOIGT (Vice Chair) X
PAUL PAULINO (Secretary) X
KIM CIRRONE (Member) X
BRETT POMERQY (Member) X
HOLLY BLACK (Member) X
DEBBIE STARK (Member) X

1. Call to Order 6:31 PM By Matt Keane

Meeting being conducted via ZOOM

2. PUBLIC COMMENT

Public comments were received from the following individuals and are attached to the
minutes.

Mary Roche — Registered Nurse
Caroline Lozeau — Educator

Molly Hendrix — Educator

David Worden — Educator

Gretchen D’ Andrea — Educator
Melissa Silva— Educator/Parent letter
Kara Guy — Parent

Nikki Bernasconi — Educator

Meeting Minutes
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Tracy Larkin — Educator
Natalie Daverio — Educator

Erika Tierney — Parent

In person comments were made by the following:
Brian Carter — Educator/UTA President — urging recensideration of hybrid model
Breit Pomeroy — Comment on letters sent by UTA members

Kyle Heatherinton — Parent ~ comments on remote learning issues

Sarah Bailey — comments on reopening

3. SCHOOL REOPENING PLAN {A)
Dr Tiano Re-opening status report

Michael Rubin status on UHS cohorts / schedules
Wendy Philips status on curriculum

Jen Ramsdell status on Special Education

Jen Bellville - status Elementary Co-teaching
Leanne DiMarco status 4-7 Hybrid/remote teaching

Holly Black — SC questions

Air Quality questions — no reports provided
Soap/Hand dispensers

Signage, traffic flow

Personal bins for students

Mask breaks? Where are they occurring?
USC Mask policy?

Tech Integration Special — new requisition
Recormmends audio devices for teachers
Teaching Platforms — will they be available online
Taft Question — cohorts / added substitutions
Taft — NO live sireaming

Specials for remote teachers

Parabola Project ~ relationship

Charging stations

Meeting Minutes
August 26, 2020



DocuSign Envelope ID: B63CABB3-5DC5-450C-B80OE-6A20D7358441

4.

Kim Cirrone - 5C questions

Filters

Teachers — not refurning

High Touch Area Cleaning

Hour By Hour Schedules for Taft - Whitin
Social

Maft Keane - SC questions
Inside recess during inclement weather

Paul Paulino — SC questions

10 vs 7 PD days to start

Inspection reports needed by 3 sub contractors
Added Hire will 8-10 be enough

Brett Pomeroy - SC questions
High Needs if MA mandated Remote

Debbie Statk — SC questions
Forcing students to eat lunch on the bus

Eric Voight - SC questions
Bussing question — will staggering be necessary

NEW BUSINESS / OLD BUSINESS

D, Stark asking about alterations to MASC policies

MOTION to Request UPS admin to provide a list of priority items related to the facilities and the related
cost per item. Authorize the USC Chair to work with UPS Admin to create the list 1<DS 2r< HB

VOTEMK=YEV=YPP=YKC=YBP=YHB=YDS=Y APPROVED

MOTION to ADJOURN 1 #DS 20 EV

VOTEMK =Y EV=YPP=YKC=YBP=YHB=YDS=Y
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Respectfully Submitted,

Paul Paulino

School 'gﬁmmbETS: ~~DocuSigned by:

Matthew KBS CRA Exik Voigt, Vice-Chair

DocuSigned by: R
——@E&—-— Kimberly Cirrone
1824DZ5E488A4D5..,
‘ HEREE Y8 nber

Paul Paﬁﬂmﬁgmwy Kimber ;ocuSmned by:

TS othy, Back.

COORABASBECAS3C AT B TSI sressvrrmirrr s
Brett Pomesgysianyber Holly Black, Member
Q‘lM&‘L‘LﬂBﬁSdFE
Debbie Stark, Member
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10/47£2020 Uxbridge Public Schiools Mall - Opsning of Schools

Matthew Keane <mkeane@uxbridge.diZ.ma.us>

Opening 6f Schools

1 message

Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 11:40 PM

Mary Louﬁoche
To: mkeane@uxbridge.k12.ma.us

i am writing to the schoo! committee as a registered nurse,
~ I'would hope that you would feconsider rigking the lives of adults in a school building.
We have already lost over 3500 people in Massachusetts dus to Covid 18,
. Remots teashing wouki be much safer, 3taff in all departments come from a wide range of towns,
The addition of children,whose parents also work.in.various cities.and. towns,are also potentlally infroducing the Corona

virus into these schools.
The risk is not worth losing lives of our dedicated workers

Please reconsider

CThAMKYOM, . o o e e s s o e o e
Mary Rache '
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August 25, 2020
Dear Members of the School Committee,

I hope you are all well. | start every cotrespondence this way now because well, one can never
know glven the circumstances in which we find ourselves this year. ‘

1 have been a teacher in Uxbtidge for twenty years. Over those two decades | have seen a lot of
changes in town, the schools in particular. Not all of these changes have been positive ones but
such is life -~ we roll with the punches. Teachers always roll with the punches - it's what we have
to do if we are going to do our Job and do it weli, | do not know any teachers in this district who
-do not do their job well. [ do not know-any- teacher-here who doesn’t love their job.-1-da-not know
any teacher here wbo does not love their students. There are things only teachers would
understand just as there are things only police, firefighters, administrators, accountants and

-...qoctors would understand,m.,.. vt ¢ e e e see e et < 2mmiem + v et e
You have to walk in our shoes to khow the struggle and the fear we are experlencing

. A
e lost: ‘a wonderful superintendent -to-death when'his chiidren were stiilin my classes. We—
mourned him. We lost two beautiful and loving paraprofessionals, one lost her life while she was
in the building. We mourmned them. | have had 8 principals since | began and 7 assistant
principals, all with different iniliatives, goals and expectations, We roli with It, because that is
. what we do. No money for supplies’? We buy them, no time to get everything accomplished
that's been handed to us? We do it at home, we come in early, we stay late. When a child has
ro money for breakfast cart, we reach into our pockets. . WE ALL DO THESE THINGS. We
never ask to be repaid. We are teachers, it's what we do. And that, it seems, has sent the
wrong message. It seems that we sent the message that we will do anything, everything and
risk our Iwes fo educate our kids. And because we endurad extremely dlstressmg actlve shooter

years of lockdowns with kld's who are sc.ared and those who need togoto gundance after and
the nightmares that followed, | guess we reinforced that message by not saying: This is too
much. This has gone too far. | am a teacher, not a police officer.

1 am having a very difficult time understanding the vote for hybrid when we have NO
e TESTING plansin-placerhappentoknow theplans of same:private schapls and-universittes ——
and their plan is as follows: they are testing all students prior to arrival on campus. Those from
out of state must amive early and quarantine for two weeks before school begins and no one Is
to leave campus until Thanksgiving break. They will be testing 1800 students per week,
resulting in most students being tested 2 times per week. Harvard and MIT have very detailed
plans that have not been made public to evacuate alt students within 24 hours should the need
arrive,
How is it that Northbridge, Sutton, Worcester, Mendon-Upton, Franklin and other towns have
come fo their senses and declded it is only safe fo begin the year remotely and phase in slowly?
How is it that Governor Baker has mandated that only 8 paople are allowed in & 1000 sf indoor
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space and only 25 or less can gather outdoors? How can we think that schools are exempt from
this? How will you feel when families of chifdren and educators hold you personally accountabie

for their Hiness or God forbid, death?
I am concemned that parents, having seen the below document, belleve that we do in fact have a
plan In place. There is no way you can make educators feel protected untif and unless this

happens.

..My students.and |.always frack the beginning.of.cold-seasen as part-of..our.infectious. disease.-.. ...
unit. It only takes 3 weeks on average for the snesezing to begln and | wonder now - do we
expect students to sneeze in their mask? Do they leave the mask on after or do they change it?

-~ few mopre wesks in and-we beginto-hearabout stomach bugs. Do we expect studentsto

vomit into their masks because we do have students vomit in class without warning. 1 highly
doubt anyone would want to vomit.in their mask. How Is sanitation being handled? My room
gets swept sometimes but cleaned? [ clean it. Most teachers clean their rooms. How will | have

. time to sanitize between classes and what will | be using? Do we know the chemicals being
used? What happens when we have children and adults with environmental allergies who
should not be around them, What about asthmatics? And let's not forget the children who
struggle with anxiety - many of whom have just started to experience it. In the environment you
are proposing us fo be In, there will be a high level of anxiety at every cough, sneeze and
deflant act of not weanng a mask.

types of hand sanitlzer in some bunldings and there was never an answer as o why but vmegar
and essential oils were no match for the fiu that year.

1 woutd like to know how bathrooms are going to be safe for use when many times there is no
soap, cold water sprays for about 10 seconds with {ittle pressure and the paper towel dispenser
is empty. Some of you seemed surprised to hear our buildings are not clean. Again, we have

——-glways-made do-but-it's time-thatchanges: . I
Many educators recelved calls from central office Iast week asking if they were retum:ng to
schoot based on the survey sent out earlier in the summer. A lot of questions we had were not
answeted because the person asking them did not have the answers. The reason for this is
because the union is still negotiating and no one should be pressured to make a decislon until
we have our questions answered. It became immaediately clear that not everyone knew we were
getting these phone calls and being pressed to make a decision. It seems there has been a
breakdown of communication in recent weeks and I'm heartbroken over the texts and phone
calls 'm receiving from colleagues who don't know what they are going to do for childcare, are
afraid for their health and the health of their families and were told that remote teaching would
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take placs inside the building, perhaps & closet! | know of at least two doctors who initially
thought that was a joke. Sadly, it Is not.

We are asking you fo reconsider the opening plan to a remote model to start the school year so
that educators, students and families can continue to be safe and so that instruction can be high
quelity and consistent without the need for masks and face shields. Would you want to learn in

that environment? .

Here is just one article among many that sheds light on the situation at hand, published on
August 20th on wbur.org

Asymptomatic Children Carry Higher COVID-19 Viral

Load Than-Adults In ICUs, Study-Finds-- .
August 20, 2020

e Tonva Mosle

¢ Allison Hagan

A stady released Thursday shows that .g,b_i_ldr@n_wx.P.lay.alar:ger rolein
community spread of COVID-19 than previously understood.

The research out of Massachusetts General Hospital and MassGenetal
Hospital for Children shows that infected children — even those without

symptoms — can have higher levels of virus in their airways than adults
hospitalized in intensive care units.

The entire article can be found here: hitps://wbur fn/2YATkxz

-

Thank- you and may you continue to be safe.

Best in Health,
Caroline E, Lozeau, M.Ed
Health and Weliness Educatiorn
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1011712020 tixbridge Public Schools Mall - cammants for public comment

Niatthew Keane <mkeane@uxbridge.kiZ.mea.us>

comments for public comment
1 message

Tue, Aug 25, 2020 at 8:56 PM

Molly Hendriciox <

To: Matthew Keane - brid. 2,ma,

Good evening Mr, Keana,
Below you will find a public comment that { would like to submit for tomorrow night's school committee meeting

(8/26/2020).
Thank you,
Molly Hendrickx

For public comment 8/26/2020: e —

My name is Molly Hendrickx and | am a Spanish teacher in Uxbridge. | have worked here for several years
and | care deeply about this community. | wrote a letter to the Uxbridge School Commitiee last week with
‘evidénce supporiing my tholght procéss for why 1 belleve that Uxbridge should open in a remote model.”
- The letter was quite long and i will spare all the details but | would like to highlight my thoughts for public
commenttonight. S e e

First, I would like to say that the building and district administrators in Uxbridge are caring, approachable,
and | trust them. We disagree on beginning the year in a hybrid model but | still recognize that they built the
best hybrid plan that could have been built. They wotked tirelessly to try to make everyone happy in a
situation where that is impossible..} believe that their hybrid.plan.would work very welt In the future. if the .
pandemic were to be suppressed. Stili, 1 believe that stariing the year in-a remote moedel for a period of time;-
then moving Into a hybrid model, followed by a subseguent goal of all-in learning is the best cholce for the

following reasons:

1. Hybrid feaming, in our plan, at the high scheol level, Is about 71% remote so teachers need to be
experis at remote learning, _

2. People conilse the instruction that happened in the spring with remote learning, At that time,
teachers were not asked to deliver a robust learning plan with accountability. That was not properly
planned remots lsaming; it was crisls-leaming.

3. Propery planned remote leaming has been proven in many studies to be as effective as in-parson
learning therefore teachers need both proper training and practice teaching remotely.

-4 Fhere-arg-stilleoncemns about returning:to-the:building-including:a-lack-of substitute-teachers; testing

resuit walt imes of over 10 days, and the recent waves of positive cases among schools that have
returned to hybrid and in-person learming. We need to pay attention to these deficiencies.

As someone who commutes everyday from Providence, Rl where our COVID-19 positivity rates are higher
than Uxbridge, | want to keep the students and their families safe. | miss my students very much and | lock
forward to feaching them again soon. | am prepared to do my best work to enhance the students’ Spanish
lariguiage proficiency but | will feat mich better about doling so'if we keep this conmimunity protected. Plgase
reconsider your decision to return to schaool in a hybrid model untii it is a better time to do so.

Sincerely,
Molly Hendrickx

hitps:/imall.gopale.comimeilu07ik=244db284adBviewspidsearch=al&oarmthid=thread-fE3A16760474008426 50097 & simpl=msaT3%3A16760474088... 172
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Dear Matt Keane,
Plsase read the following letter during the PUBLIC COMMENT portion of the School

Committee meeting.

Dear members of the School Commitiee,

! urge the School Committes to reconsider fully remote teaching from home as a safe
and successful way to start to the school year.

My name is David Worden, and | have been teaching Science at Uxbridge High School
for neatly a quarter of a century. | have taught 22 different courses, at all levels, in
Biology, Chemistry and Physncs, and even Technology and Math courses, When asked
to.teach a new course,. or fillin.as the only Chemistry feacher.when we.lost our. .
Chemistry teacher, or to change my schedule on the first day of school to aocommodate
new hires, | always stepped up. One year | retumed to school the day after being
released from the hospital, weak but eager to teach, after battling & two weeks long

~infection:{ have-devoted-my life 1oteaching:+-am-dying" to-get back to-teaching n— -
person, as we did in the past, but | do not want to die teaching!

-4 have-been-avoiding-visits with friends,-relatives,-crowds-of people;-ehildren; angd— - - -
enclosed environments (except for quick shopplng) for 6 months due to my age, the

ease of transmittance of this vitus and our lack of knowledge abouit the virus. Chiidren

and young adults can have no symptoms and spread the virus, thus making it impossible

to traca. | am not comfortable going back to schoo! until there is a vaccine. | think we can

do a great Job teaching remotely at home, while profecting our community, Below are

“reasons backed up by studies from the National Insfitutes of Health, and the COC.

Parents are offered the choice to have their students be taught totally remote at home.
Many parents think the risk to their child is too great! So why am |, as well as, other
faculty and staff forced to end our quarantine. A far as my risk, compared to the §-17
student age group, the average risk of someone in my age group {50-84 years old} being
hospitalized is 36 times higher. My risk would actually be higher than that, being 60

years old, 1 am at the higher end of that age bracket. As far as dying goes, the average
risk of death from Covid-19 of faculty and staff in my age group (compared to students)
Is 500 times higher. My risk would actually be higher since | am 60 years old. If people
understand the risk of my return to the school, why not insist | teach from home.
hitps:fwww.cde.pov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investipations-discoverv/hospitalization-death-by-

gpe.html

T information aiolt COVID=19 T children is somewhiat limtted “but the Inforviation thatis
available suggests that children with confirmed COVID-18 generally had mild symptoms.
Person-to-person spread from or to children, as among adults, is thought to occur mainly
via respiratory droplets producaed when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or talks.

Recent studies indicate that people who are infected but do not have symptoms likely
also play a role in the spread of COVID-19.”
“children with COVID-19-ltke symptoms should avoid contact with older adults and
people of any age who may.be at higher risk for severe finess from COVID-19,”
https://www.cde.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/puidance-forsschools. html
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Why {2 Weters) 6 Fest of Inter-Personal Distance Could Not Be Enough.

“... recently published studies support the hypothesis of virus transmission over a
distance of 2 m from an infected person.”
“Based on the avaliable knowledge and epidemiological obiservations, it is plausible that
small particles containing the virus may diffuse In indoor environments covering
distances up to 10 m from the emission sources, thus representing a kind of aerosol
transmission. htips:/pubmed.ncbinim.nih.gov/32340347/
This Is why the two of the four factors that are used In decision making of opening
businesses or school is whether:

1. M the space is enclosed

2. How long is the duration of the exposure

Basing safety on local infection rates of Uxbridge residents is short sighted; because
faculty, staff and schoof choice students are coming in from dozens of communities.
There isn't any tracking of where students and their families have travelied or whether
they have foflowed self-quarantine during their travels. \No facully, staif or students from
g GtheT CoMMUNItas aré required 1o be tested to showthey are not positive forthie ™
virus. No students are tested for the virus, and no attempt of tracking fevers before they
enter the bus Is planned. Even if students, faculty and staff were excluded for entrance
- - ——terthe-bullding-because-they-have symptoms; -does not prevent the-70% of infections—— —--
due o pre-symptomatic and asymptomatic people that spread it.
https:/fwww.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncovthep/planning-scenarios.html

My Son was told by his work manager that his risk of getting Covid was low, because

they would take temperatures of all employees entering. the building,.and everyope will. ..
be wearing masks all the ime. A worker had no symptoms for the first two days of the

week, but halfway through the week was sent home because he had a fever. Butit was

too Iate, my son and other workers, though working in the enclosed space with their

masks on, were infected and soon thereafier got the virus. it is foolish to think you can

keep everyone safe even with temperature checks, masks and social distancing. The

duration of exposure eventually allows enough viral particles to infect a few individuals.

cuntiv h niven avidence of th

putting students together helps in spreading the virus.
The CDC stated the best way to spread the pandemic is to keep schools open.

In the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic, despite the mask wearing mandates, and social
distancing, 10 million people died in the first wave. When people were eager and
decided it was safe fo go back, 40 million additional people died. Why teach History if
e ——we-dontHearn from 2 Why-teach Science-it- we-don't regard-what the-Sclenge:is-telling - -
us?
Plaase consider opening schools remotely, not within the schoof bulldings, so we can
contain the spread of the virus, maintain a healthy community and contribute to the end
of the pandemic as soon as possible,

Sincerely,

David Worden
UHS

Science Teacher
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Uxbndge teachers iove klds! We work for a unique oommunlty, and our kids have character and
potential. Many students have gone on to make a positive mark in our world. They have entered
colleges and universities all over the country, Some former studants have established lasting
friendships In town and continue to live in the erea. The one thing they all have in common is us,
their teachers. We are the backbone of the schoo! and are proud of the work we to. Teachers
rose io the occasion last spring, designing powerful lessons, and dellvering these lessons to our
students at home, We want to work, but we don’t want to die.

Teachers are professionals and stakeholders throughout this process. Everything should be
done to insure safety for people working and leaming in each bullding, The indoor air quality has
never been terrific at-Whitin;-and the age of these systems does not inspire-confidence. i-know -
the ventilation systems at Whitin are quite old because the repairman visits us several times
every couple months to work on the system. Recirculated air can potentlaﬂy spread viruses as it

- - -oves throughou{ the- SGhGﬂ[ et e s+t @t aee A¥ e mee ot et em + e e e e e sreen & A+ e et i e

~tayts H°0w°aﬂsa %2 |

Can we provide COVID testing for sfudents and teachers? Viruses enter through mucous .
membranes such as the eyes, nose, mouth or cuts and scrapes, common in both chitdren and
adults. The opportunistic nature of this virus is such that it spreads like wildfire. Those who see
a larger number of students are most at risk In a school setting. Some teachers will have a class
of 24 divided into 2 cohorts, and other teachers will have large numbers of students each day.
This puts teachers of certain subjects more at Hsk. [nt mid Aprll phys ed teachers. musm

The hybrid model Is untested. i Is complicated. it throws teachers, administrators, and kids who
== RUngTy for social interaction; ntorestrictive settings where Tegulatior and-compliance are so-

necessary, they interfere with free communication. Facial cues; evidence of educational

engagement and human connection are fost behind masks. The process of school will fesl

unnatural beanng little resemblance to educatlonal setiings our students are accustomed fo.
iop-~of-all/

Creativity thrives best in an environment of participation. Performing arts classes are process
oriented, where kids leamn by doing. Under DESE regulations, kids will not be able to play
recorder, sing or play band instruments at school. There is a cruciat window of time in a child's
life, when interests in creating music voually or instrumentally are best nurtured; in the early
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middle school years, Remote teaching and learning will enable students to leam instriments
and sing from home, We can provide ‘hands-on’ opporiunities for direct experience and
engagement with these parforming arts, which were taught remotely from home last spring.
D i G r ings: July 24

What does remote learning offer that hybrid learning does not? The opportunity to see one
another’s facial expressions; the opportunity to use remote technology as a 21st century skill
expectation; the opportunity to see students become fully engaged! The apportuntty to offer live
participation in the performing arts! Above all, remote learning offers an opportunity for everyone

to be safe.

Submitted by Gretohen C. D’Andrea -
Whitin School General, Vocal and Instrumental Music Educator/Theater Aris

August 25, 2020
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Please read the following letter during the public comment section of the School Committee meeting
on August 26, 2020,

Dear Members of the School Commitiee

As an educator and parent, T implore you to reconsider your decision to begin the school year
using a hybrid model. As the days pass, more and more school systems across the US continue to
report positive cases of COVID-19 and the question is not will this happen in Uxbridge, but when
will this happen. The emergency school closures and quarantines, reminiscent of the spring, are
quickly proving a strzin on even the most dedicated education departments and communities, our
goal overa]l is to prevent entering an unplanned remote leaming situation again In Uxbridge alone

different states, which does not account for the many school choice students that come from
commumtles surroundmg Uxbndge as well and along wﬂh these mdmduals come their germs.

1love my job as a teacher, I am very invested in keeping the children of this community safe

and I don’t believe the hybrid plan will succeed in doing this. People, especially children, are human
and will make mistakes and forget the seriousness of this virus especially when put into a huge social
environment like a school. For years we have worked on creating this sense of family within the
school system and its this familial feeling that leads to guards being let down especially when
students ate moving throughout the building during passing times. Passing times are traditionally the

- times when the students “let Tovse™ and socializewith their friends it other clasyes or grades, and-it’s -
during this time that it is most important that they adhere to the strict guidelines set forth by the
CDC, because there is no way to temain socially distant, Students also realize that the teachers will
not be focused on monitoring the hatls at these times because they will be following cleaning
protocols and logging into the next zoom call, so students will continue to disregard safety measures.

Additionally, Governor Baker’s current regulations only allow indoor gatheting up to 25
people in an enclosed space for safety reasons, because experiences within the state have shown that
when people gather the virus spreads. While most individual classes will meet that requirement, the
hallways during passing times will grossly surpass the limit multiple times per day. At the same time,
multiple teachers and paraprofessionals who don’t have one assigned classroom, but share many

- —-classrooms-with-others; must move. throughout the-day-changing their exposure from-approximately— -
50 students daily to 300 students daily, which feads to more questions that are yet to be answered.

o How are the teachers who move throughout the building supposed to follow safety
precautions when they need to be in two different places at once? How will this impact
student learning time?

o 'Who will monitor the students in the classroom and their adherence to safety protocols while
they are waiting for a teacher to arrive from another room? |

o How will we protect the students and staff who move throughout the building who are
high-risk or who live with high risk individuals?
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o If staff members do become ill, are there sufficient subs to cover the absences?

o Who will monitor the situations on the bus, the driver must focus on keeping the bus on route
and not stadent adherence to guidelines and monitors are not required.

o  Will outdoor air supply rates be increased in school buildings, including classrooms, and how
will the school verify that ventilation is adequate with studenis in the school? How often will
air filters be changed in the ventilation systems? Will these ventilation reports be posted
publicly? :

o Are there any guidelines in place for the classrooms regarding acceptable classroom
temperatures and what measures will be taken if the classroom does not meet those
guidelines?

o Ifthe CDC consxders tables and desks frequently touched areas that need to be cleaned
regularly, why is Uxbridge not following this guideline in their plans?

‘o Ifit is not recommended that students enter a school with & temperature, how is this being
monitored in order to reduce the spread?

"o Wha s there to help the school murse should multlple ‘students/staff exhibit symptoms atthe
same time? What about students who need to report to the nurse regularly, where will they
e g-if the-amount-of space-has-net-changed?————
o Ifyou are considering classroom space outside, how are you going to maintain student safety
given other safety protocols schools are supposed to follow?
© What guidance for contact tracing, testing and quarantine is in place for students and
teachers? Are students required to sign a class contract in agreement with maintaining
contract tracing?

Our focus should be on keeping students, families and teachers safe while providing the best
education possible instead of trying to divide our attention between following safety protocols,
teaching students in the buiidmg and momtonng remote leamers. Addlt:onally, starimg rcmotely

relattonshlps w1l;11 smdents wnthout wearing a mask We lmow that ihc:al feedback and leammg new
faces and voices is important for all levels and all students. Cur first impressions must be our
authentic selves as educators. Finally, a remote start removes the immediate anxiety of policing
students’ behaviors and hygiene in a live setting, In consultation with public health experts,  remote
start provides educators time to learn behavior management sirategies to support healthy hygienic

T practice in the school setiing, especially for our youngest learners. 1t-will teact both educators and -
the community best practices for the seasonat likelihood of an all-remote setting, A growing chorus
of experts is predicting a difficult autumn and flu season, and starting remotely would develop firm
behaviors and practices to serve as a foundation in the event of another full shutdown, If we continue
to press forward without these practices and protocols clearly cutlined our community staff and
students will suffer the consequences.

I understand the appeal of the hybrid mode! as it was presented, but a remote start to any
hybrid model will help us identify the most effective means for starting in-person school gradually by
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supporting our learners who need it most, while simultaneously remaining socially responsible in
curbing community spread. Ultimately, each cohort of students will only receive 8 hours over 2 days
of school, of face-to-face time with their teacher 2 week, based on the current hybrid model and they
will have to rush between being in school on a computer to being at home on a computer to finish out
their day, is this push for in-person learning worth the risk we are putting ourselves and the students
at? It is imporiant for us to remember that the only acceptable death count for our school community
is zero. The stakes have never been higher. I implore you to reconsider your recommendation to start
the school year in a hybrid model and to call for a new vote based on carrent information, By
committing to a remote learning model we can focus our efforts on the best possible learning
opportunities for out students in the safest environment for evetyone, while constantly monitoring
the evolving situation and reevaluating our progress as a commugity and as a state throughout the
cven-changiog wosk, Tl it . - . e
Sincerely,

Melissa Silva
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10/17/2020 Uixbtidge Public Schools Maft - Open comment for mesting tonlght

Miatthew Keane <mkeane@uxbridpe.ki2.ma.ug>

Open comment for meeting tonight
1 message

Wed, Aug 26, 2020 at 4:20 PM

Dear School Committee Members,

I'm-the parent of a preschool aged-student who has a disability and-is planning on attending schoot in-person-at Taft
this Fall. We are very fortunate to have district leadership that understands the unique needs of students with disabilities
and the importance of their learning 1o occur in-person when necessary and possible. Although fransitions are diffieudt for
most young learners, for children with disabilities and specifically children on the autism spectrum, fransitions and
changes.in.routine.can be.earth-shaltering and at times.unbearable.-As such,-an-incredible amount of-work goes-into. -
helping prepare some of these students for a change in their routine. We have begun this process with our son, to help
prepare him as much as possible to be in school & days per week after a very long break in his normal schedule since
March. We understand the plans of ihe district to be in-person for Pre-school students, however we have concerns given

-t resnt Uxbrdge Teachers Assoriation statenient that the UTA willTiot be retorming In person eathing atthe start of -
the year. We sincerely worry that it will be the final hour before school begins and plans will chenge due to negoiiations.
Many parents of special education students have concerns about this potential scenario. Would the Schoot Committee
and/or administration be able fo update the community on negotlations with the UTA? Has an agreement been made to

start in-person at the beginning of the school year?

Thank yvou all for all of your hard work for our kids.

Sinceraly,

Kara Guy

s imai.noonle.com/maliu/0ik=244db2B4 808 view=plbsearchrall&oarmthid=thread f%3A 1676 12064784 085386AsImnl=mso-FLIAIBTE1 208476 114
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Dear Administrators and School Commitiee Merabers of the Uxbridge Public Schools,

I bope this letter finds you healthy, My name is Nikki Bernasconi and I am a social
studies teacher at the high school. I was falking with my department the other day about this
uppoming school year, and ¥ told them I am really scared someone is going to die. Even with all
of the active shooter drills that we have done in the past, I have never had concerns like that at

' the start of a school year. Those thoughts and emotions are not a healthy way to go into

teaching. Once again I ask you: isn't it better to be safe than sorry? I believe the acceptable
number of COVID-19 deaths in our school community is zero, If you feel the same way, I ask
that you call for another vote and vote in favor of a remote start. The risk in this situation greatly
gutweighs the reward. To all the parents and other community members listening to this
meeting, if you are concerned about the health and safety of our students and staff, please call or
email the school committee members and administrators and ask them to support our remote

plans.
_The remote learning experience we had in the spring is NOTHING like the remote ...

learning that would happen in the full. If we are able to prepare for a remote learning

experience, and use the professional development time we have before the students start, we will

---be-able to address the issues-and-obstacles we faced i the spring-When quarantine started, we -

as teachers were flying the plane as it was being built, so it was not a petfect situation, Now that
we have been throngh that and if the decision were to be made that we would be remote again,
then we would use our time, energy, experience and resources fo make sure that all the

_ problems are addressed.

The hybrid model is only gomg 10 offer students one to two hours of face to face

instruction per class a week, Only one to two hours! One to two hours a week is not worth a

student or staff member getting sick. One to two hours a week is not worth traumatizing a
student over how different school procedures are, One to two hours'a week is not worth putting
students or staff in unsafe and uncomfortable bmldmgs
1 have included a picture from his morning o

thermostat in my classroom. It was already 813.5 degrees
fahrenheit (and it was 55 degrees outside). One o two
hours a week is not worth sitting in a hot classroom,
with closed windows and no fan, all with a mask on.
Again, please call for another vote on the model
we-nse to-start-the-school year and-protect-our-entire-
school community by voting for a remote start.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
Nikki Bernasconi
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Hello School Committee Members,

I have written to you fwice and I would like to follow up with all of you once again In the public
comment section of your meeting.

| have been in Uxbridge for 7 years now and | can honestly say, this is the most disheartening 8
months | have ever experienced here in this community. The nasty comments and
conversations | have seen and heard are disgusting. The facully here at Uxbridge High School
are the hardest working group of people | have ever had the pleasure of working with. | am
honored to call them.my.colleagues and the community should be grateful-to have.them all

educating your children.

_There are_so.many.unanswered questions.yet you_have chosen to.embark.on averylarge. . . . .
epidemiologlcal study without any of these answers, putting your children, families , faculty and
this community at the center of the study. We have protecols in place for the worst case
—-goehatios to-the-mundane:-Thequestion thathasnotbeen-answered-is this Whatis the——
protocol to provide a safe working environment for teachers and students when someone tests
positive for COVID? Why is UPS the school that will measure the risk of liness, or god forbid,
death? Why are we the school district that will be compared to others who have chosen to afart
_remotely? Why Is it we are the ONLY community in the area to open up the school doors? Why
does UPS feel as if we should be the heroes? Why do you, the school committee, feel we
should be the heroes?

Ciose contacts will happen whether there is 1/2 the students , no students, efc in the
buitding...Shared office spaces, shared classrooms, sharing bathroom spaces.... we have para

professionals who suppart the students from one.classroom to enother... Have you gone.
through every litile portion of the day?

Have you thought about the fact that teachers and staff pose risks to one another: break rooms,
bathrooms, sharing of rooms, sharing of prep areas and offices?

Do we seal ourselves off in our classrooms and stay in there for the 7 hour day? At the high
school we have been told that our doors are to remain open En order to have proper circulation,

jUSt re!eased yesterday. statlng that the 6 foot rule is outdated and the distance should be more

than 20 feet to effectively deter the virus from spreading.
You are sending us, students and faculty, back into a building that is not ready, nor safe.

Why can you not trust your professional educators, who have worked tirelessly all summer, to
start remotely and safely, delivering instruction in the safest way possible at this point? The
spring was CRISIS mode, we were all in shock but guess what, the teachers kept going and did
the best we could. Facully and staff have been working all summer to develop engaging,
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rigorous and empowering instruction, remotely. Trust in your teachers, we love your kids, we
- love our jobs and WE know what and how to teach them.

{ am tired of ligtening to "but here in Uxbridge the numbers are low". We do not live in a bubble.
We not only have students who school cholce In but our staff and faculty come from over 50
different communities. Also, have you thought of the amount of parents who work outslde of
their homes and come home to their children. How many of these people work outside of
Uxbridge? How many of you work outside of Uxbridge?

] want to work-and like.everyone.else.in this.world, .| would like in.a sefe environment. There.
have been so many questions asked but have not been answered clearly, regarding safety,
proper protocolg, sharing of materials, mask breaks, etc etc... Please reconsider this decision

__of starting in_a hybrid model.. Please.allow us o start remotely and phase back.into.the bullding ... ..

as the data continues fo show us that it Is safe to do so.

Repards,

Tracy Latkin, M.Ed
Science Curriculum and Instruction Leader )

Uxbridge High School
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10717/2020 Uxbridge Public Schools Meil - public comment for 8/28 mesting

Miakthew Keahe <mkeane@uxbridge.kiZ.ma.us*

;;blic comment for 8/26 meeting
1 message

Wed, Aug 28, 2020 at 4:5656 PM

Natalie Daverio €
To: Matthew Keane <mke

W, Keane,

I would like to submit the following statement for public comment at tonight's school committee meeting.

Thank you,
Netalie Daverio

As a math teacher, 1 often think in terms of numbers and | wanted o share a few with you to
—gonsider.-All of thedata-presented comes from-the-CDC-and the Massachusetts Deparimentof Public— -
Health. The current US infection rate is 1.75% and only slightly lower in Massachusetts, at 1.68%. Of those
infected, 3.09% across the US have died and 7.48% of Massachusetts residents with COVID-19 have also

passed away.
“In the Uxbrdge Public Schiool system, we cufrently have 1,718 students enrolleéd. Using the rafes
above, we likely will have 29-30 students infected with COVID-19. This does not consider the over 200

faculty and staff who will also be affected and are at higher risk due to age, medical conditions, and other
factors. Out of those students infected, based on the statistics, 1 to 2 will not survive. Which students are

you wilting to let die?

to protect all those in our community I cannot wait fo reconnect with my students and begm teachmg thls
year, but it is essential that we do so safely, as no loss of life is acceptable.

Thank you,
C Natalle DaVverio e e e
“UHS Math Tedcher -~ eabes S e

hitps://covid.cde.gov/covid-data-tracker/
hitps:/fwww.mass.govidoc/covid-19-dashboard-august-26-2020/download
hitos:/Awww.census.gov/auickiacts/fact/table/US/PET045218

hltps:ﬂmaﬂ.unoqse.eomfmaiEIu!O?ik=244db284&0&vtew=pi&search=all&.uermthidﬂhread-f%fim678122885360549719&simnl=msn-f%3A1&“f61228853... 11
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10/17/2020 . Uxbridge Public Schools Mall - Tiemey Family Medical Concemns

Matthew Keane <mkeane@uxbridge.ki2.ma.ug>

Tierney Family Medical Concerns
3 messagses

Wed, Aug 26, 2020 at 5:48 PM

‘i’iemey Family §
To: "mkeans@uxbridgs.

On Wed, Aug 26, 2020 at 5:45 P Tierney Family §

On Sat, Aug 22, 2020 af 10:44 AM Tierney Family@

This e-imall has alzo been sent t& Prindipal Dermarco, Principal Bélleviiie, and Dr. Tiano. Thank you for reading and

understanding all families concemns.

Heflo, | am writing in regards to Govemor Baker's recent statemants about mandatory flu vaccination and onsite

1 tegting at schvolg, I hEve tofcemMe about Both.

My first concern is that while | personally plan to vaccinate my children against the fiu this vear | do not agree with it
| being mandated. _ | believe that that decision should remain with the parents of the child especially for a vaceine
where It Isn't able ta remove the possibility of someone getting the flu, it lowers it. | completely understand why
someane would choosa 1o not vaccinate against the flu. 1 also do believe it will make it easler to mandate the
COVID vaceine and | am planning on fighting that ifiwhen it happens. 1 will not be vaccinating my family unti | am
confidant the vaccine Ip at least safer than if we got the disease ifself. | belleve that it will take years to know that
information. My understanding is that the flu vaccine will be mandatory for all registered public school students

. | regardiess Of the leaming model chosen, Therefore remote leamers would also have lo vaccinate. | believe if the
mandatory flu vaccine is to be enacted families at very [eas! should have the optian to opt to remote learn and not

vaccinate.

Secondly, the onsite testing for COVID. | am very uncomfortable with the idea of there being any medicat
procedures of any kind at school, | am aware that testing Is becoming less invasive, but1 believe that it (s a line that
should not ba crossed on schoof grounds, 1 understand that testing at school wouid be convenient. Convenience
should not trump boundaries. [ believe there should be a boundary here even if there are procedures in place to
0 sfile B& clalial W ETa Ta i i ol -

when | already had it at my doctors office becauss of incorrect records. | told the school that | had already had it and
| was pressured to take the polio drink or else | couldn't go back to class, [ would have to go to the office, and wait
until they called my mother, As an adult | can see that they probably meant so they could verify my claims but as a
child | felt like if 1 didn't drink the drink | was In trouble. So [tookit. 1t heppened again only a few weeks later when
they didn’t document the first time. i my mom waa with me af the doctor she would have been able to advocate for
me. | understand we are talking testing versus vaccines but 1 think the answer isn't to declde which medical
procedures are acceptable at school but rather {o advocate for zero.  School grounds should not be a place for kids
17 wonying about liavirig something medical dorne 16 them. —DorAng 4 school committee estinghat I watcheg miy
understanding was that if a child was exposed or expected of being ill with COVID a 14 day quarentine was an
option over tesfing, Is that still on the table? Is there a possibility of that freedom being removed? { think if a person
is ill with minor symptoms that could be attrlbuted to any number of other illnesses they should not be forced to test.
if the state wants to make it convenient for communities o test then | would propose a site in fown, not on school
grounds, that can be accessed if a family chooses. The other option being contacting their family pediatrician and
receiving guidance on how to access festing of their choice or how to manage the condition without testing if it is

deemed safe {o do s0.

D apg-rshile MvEel newine 1.8

t selected hybrid for my family, but | am very closely watching how things develop, [tmakes me uncomfortable
knowing that at any point any aspect of what the plan has been can be changed at any level. | understand that the
next several weeks will Bkely see the State making policies during negotiations. | ask that Uxbridge Public Schoots
advocate for having options avaiiable for families who want access to these services, but protect school grounds
from blurred boundaries. | understand that full remote or even homeschooling Is an oplion for families, But, itis
very important that families feel like they have a voice in this process as much as possible and they don’t feel as
though those options being available makes it no longer possible to have a say in policies as they develop, What is
. being built in our education today s how things will be for several years, if not permanently, and if families are

" httos:/fmail.acoale.comimailui0tik=244db284a08view=ptisearch=all Eoermihid=thread-f%:3A16761 262087 2888004 6&sTmpl=mso-fA3A 16 TR12620R7 ... 42
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encouraged to choose remote If they aren’t comfortable with policies as they develop they will have very little
recourse to change It when they decide to resume In person learning.

Thank you for your time and advocating for families of all opinions and positions,

Erika Tiemey

Matthiew Keane <mkeane@uxbrid Wed, Aug 26, 20208t 5”:55 PM

To: Tiemey Family

Would you like your comments included duting the public comment section tonight?

-On Aug 28, 2020, at 5:48 PM, Tiemey Family

PR (117, 1-Y, 1= (11T OO ST U et et i e e

Tiernoy Family e e it s eeeeere e W@ Oy G- 26,-2020. 81 5:58 PM

To: Matthew Keane <mkeane@uxbridge.k12.ma.us>

{ would be ok with that thank you. [ know there are many different opinions surrounding thase issues and | how ever it all
turns out i feels good to be heard. Thank you.
[Quotedtexthidden] - - e e e s

hitnsfimal.nnnala.comimaith H0?ik=244 dh2Adanfuisw=ntReaarnhsaliRnpmathidsthraad AR A1R76 4 2BPNRTIRAANNARK simnl=men-RLRATRTR1PRZNRT 1]



